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come or of accumulated wealth, or as compared with the
corresponding efforts of neighboring states.
This drift toward a warlike fatality has been facilitated
by subsidiary consequences that should, in their immediate
incidence, seem to have no bearing of the kind. So, e.g.,
their great success in business and industry has inspired the
commonplace German subjects with a degree of confidence
and self-complacency that impresses their neighbors as con-
ceit and braggadocio. Human nature being what it is, it is
unavoidable that German subjects should take the German
successes to heart in this way and that they should fall into
something of an overbearing attitude toward other nation-
alities j and on similarly sufficient grounds it follows that
those who are brought in contact with this very natural
magisterial swagger find it insufferable. All of which en-
genders a resentful animosity, such as will place all inter-
national relations on a precarious footing. So, by force of
circumstances over which no control could be had, and
which it must be admitted have not been sought to be con-
trolled, it has come about that their economic success has
brought the German people an abundance of ill-will 3 not
unmixed with envy, but good and competent ill-will for all
that.
It may be worth noting that something of the same sense
of estrangement is visible in the attitude of the Continental
peoples toward the English of the swaggering Elizabethan
times, and after. But the resulting animosity in that case
appears not to have reached so high a pitch, and the insular
position of the English served in any case to prevent any
such animosity from becoming a menace to the public peace.